THIS patient, a dressmaker, aged 26, was admitted to Dr. Hector Mackenzie's ward at St. Thomas's Hospital in May, 1909 , three years after the onset of rheumatoid arthritis. She had been bedridden and unable to stand for more than a year; both legs were acutely flexed on the thighs; the left knee-joint was fixed and the rightrallowed only a few degrees of movement. The left shoulder-joint was firmly ankylosed, and the hands presented the appearances characteristic of advanced rheumatoid arthritis.
Treatment: Radiant heat, massage, passive movements and extensions produced very little improvement, though persevered with for four months. On September 21, 1909, both knees were moved under an aniesthetic and.put up in plaster. On September 30 a double-hinged splint was fitted by Mr. Hoefftcke. On December 3 she was able to walk with the help of sticks, and on January 1, 1910, she could walk without assistance. Now (November, 1912) she can run, and her walking gait would not attract attention.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. CASSIDY said he thought many similar cases drifted into infirmaries untreated when this splint might be applied with as satisfactory a result as in the case now shown. The patient was still wearing the elastic extensions. It was hoped to try her soon without the splint.
Dr. F. J. POYNTON asked if there was any difficulty in getting the limbtfree under an anesthetic; there was always anxiety about such cases, particularly in old persons, because of the thinning at the ends of bones.
Dr. CASSIDY replied that the limb could not be got into anything like a good position under an ancesthetic. D-4
